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Meet Emily Reddington: our new Science & Education Coordinator

Edgartown Great Pond now open to commercial oyster fishing....with limits

On March 4th, after voting to close commercial fishing in Sengekontacket Pond, Edgartown selectman approved the beginning of commer-

cial oyster farming on Edgartown Great Pond, the season to begin on March 7th and end on April 29th- To prevent over fishing, no dragging

is allowed, and the dally limit for commercial fishing is two 10 gallon baskets. [Note: family oyster fishing is allowed in all Island ponds.]
See more at: https:

Last fall the Martha’s Vineyard Shellfish Group was awarded a $135,693 grant from

the EPA to fund a study of harvesting Phragmites as a means to lower nitrogen levels

in coastal ponds. Phragmites is an invasive plant which, if left unchecked, can lead to
| a pond’s demise.

owr coomsoms NS =4 MVSG Director Rick Karney and Emma Green-Beach propose to take advantage of
' Vineyard Shellish Group. 5 135,693 what these plants do best - act as sponges soaking up nitrogen - harvest them during
Hundred Tty Five Thosend Sc Hundd Nty s | 3 ¢ high nitrogen levels, and use the harvested plant matter for nitrogen rich fertilizer. The
result is that the harvest keeps the plants at a manageable and useful level and
staves off their potential encroachment into the coastal waters. They are to be com-
mended for such creative and constructive thinking!
[We hope our letter of support helped with this award in some small way!]



https://vineyardgazette.com/news/2016/03/01/abundant-oyster-season-under-way-edgartown#sthash.f7PV5bsF.dpuf�

A successful dredge operation is no simple matter.

Photos by Elizabeth Ricketts

(Left) Nessie in the water waiting for
repairs. January 2016

(Right) Repairing the discharge line.
March 4,2016

(Left) A successful opening of the barrier beach. March 16,2016
(Below) Water from Edgartown Great Pond rushes out to sea

(Above) Discharging sand dredged from the delta. (Right) Nessie hard at work. March 24, 2016
(Below) Impressive opening of the barrier beach. March 21,2016
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Coming up:

OUR MISSION: f%'o__'.f_ ndat i 0 n‘ ‘5—;

The Great Pond Foundation was formed to enhance the health and beauty of Edgartown Great Pond by supporting solutions
to environmental problems affecting it. Our goals are to educate the public to the pond’s value and condition, and assist the
town of Edgartown in enhancing its recreational and ecological features. We work with the town to promote the pond’s
management.

Thank you for supporting us!
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	This aerial shot  shows “Nessie” beginning to tackle the sandy delta deposited by in-coming water.    Above the dredge can be seen a prior channel  leading to the new opening of the barrier beach (at very top of the photo).                                                                                                                                                            Photo by Tom Wallace.

	A successful Pond opening has “Nessie” back dredging

	  Opening Oct.11, 2015         Photo by Elizabeth  Ricketts

	Kudos to GPF partner MV Shellfish Group for hefty grant awarded from EPA
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	A successful dredge operation  is no simple matter.

	(Left) A successful opening of the barrier beach.   March 16, 2016

	(Below) Water from Edgartown Great Pond rushes out to sea

	Photos by Elizabeth Ricketts

	(Left) Nessie in the  water waiting for repairs. January 2016

	(Right) Repairing the  discharge line.

	March  4, 2016
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